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of cup-stands or "zarfs" (see Lane's "Modern Egyptians") in
Arabia, though these implements are universal in Egypt and
Syria, might render an over-full cup inconveniently hot for the
fingers that must grasp it without medium. Be that as it may,
" fill the cup for your enemy " is an adage common to all, Be-
douins or townsmen, throughout 'the Peninsula, The beverage
itself is singularly aromatic and refreshing, a real tonic, and very
different from the black mud sucked by the Levantine, or the
watery roast-bean preparations of France. When the slave or
freeman, according to circumstances, presents you with a
cup, he never fails to accompany it with a "Semm'," "say
the name of God," nor must you take it without answering
"bismillah."

When all have been thus served, a second round is poured
out, but in inverse order, for the host this time drinks first,
and the guests last. On special occasions, a first reception,
for instance, the ruddy liquor is a third time handed round;
nay, a fourth cup is sometimes added. But all these put
together do not come up to one-fourth of what a European
imbibes in a single draught at breakfast.

Ghafil would have greatly wished us to set up shop and medi-
cine in his own house, nor without reason, for his domestic
stock of coffee was almost at an end, and he trusted, under cover
of hospitality, to drive an advantageous bargain with us for that
which we had brought. But on our part, my comrade and
myself were very desirous of finding means for being sometimes
alone together; we had much to talk over and consult about,
and that of a nature not always exactly fitted for our friend's
hearing; besides, I had my journal to write up, and for this
and such like matters we had not as yet enjoyed a moment free
from prying observation from the moment of our leaving Ma'an
on the 16th up to this the 3oth of June. Nor could we, while
remaining as mere guests under another man's roof, obtain the
independent position so desirable for rightly studying the land
and its inhabitants. We therefore declined the chief's repeated
proffer, and insisted, under various decent pretexts, on the
necessity of a separate lodging-place.

With this Ghafil was at last obliged to comply, and promised
us that we should next day be installed in a convenient and
central dwelling. The rest of the afternoon was devoted to